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President’s Message

This year many of us started our summers by attending the National Environmental
Health Associations conference in Atlantic City. I hope everyone enjoyed the superb
educational sessions, numerous vendors, and interesting people as much as I did.
Also I enjoyed the opportunity to talk with environmental health professionals from
across the country.

One of the similarities I found consistent throughout this profession is that many of
us did not make Environmental Health our career destination, we just stumbled
into it. Much of the move on the National level is to advertise and promote
Environmental Health to students, both in high schools and colleges.

On a personal level, my 10 year old, Kara, had to spend two days at the National
Convention with me. Even though my daughter has been raised on dinner
conversation about bedbugs, handwashing and a history of the day’s complaints, it
amazed me how much two presentations at National made a real impact on her.

The first was New Jersey’s, very own Joel Coyle. Joel's presentation “Environmental
Health - Making the Connection” described the cycle of a product from inception to
consumer and its impact on the global environment, presented Kara with numerous
things to think about and question. One of the biggest questions in our house has
become “what effect do my food choices have on the planet?” (Oh, yes next to “can
I'watch T.V.?”)

The second was Bob Custards presentation “The Seven Most Important Things I've
Learned in Environmental Health” Bob’s lively and funny presentation made us
realize how funny common every day interactions can be. We came away with the
slogan “Common Sense is NOT a Common Virtue” how true!

These two men helped me realize that to market this profession we need a holistic
approach, to portray the vast variability’s in tasks we are challenged by and many
career paths available. Environmental Health really does touch every facet of every
day life.

Our Annual Pesticides Meeting and Awards Ceremony will be held September 19,
2007. An announcement was emailed to all members recently. If you did not receive
it please check our website. Try to attend, as we've got a great line-up of speakers
scheduled! We are trying a new location - The Kenilworth Inn. It's conveniently
located off the Garden State Parkway at exit 138 in Kenilworth.

The annual New Jersey convention will resume March 2-4th, 2008. One again it will
be held at the Tropicana Hotel and Casino in Atlantic City. Please contact me if you
have any speaker or topic recommendations.

I'look forward to seeing all of you on September 19, 2007.
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NEHA 2007...
“More than a great day at the beach.”

See page seven for
feedback from one of
our NJEHA attendees




