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8:57-1.8 
Health Officer Investigations

� (a) A health officer shall, upon receiving a 
report of an outbreak or suspected 
outbreak of any communicable disease, or 
of a case or suspected case of any 
communicable disease, investigate the facts 
contained in the report. A health officer 
shall follow such direction regarding the 
investigation as may be given by the 
Department (NJDHSS). 



N.J.A.C 8:57-1.8(b)

The health officer performing the

investigation set forth in (a) above shall,

at a minimum: 

� 1. Determine whether a single case or an 
outbreak of a reportable disease exists; 

� 2. Ascertain the source and spread of the 
infection; and 

� 3. Determine and implement appropriate 
control measures. 



Violation Options 

� N.J.A.C 8:57-1.8(b) 
Obstruction of a Public Health Investigation

� N.J.S.A 2C:29-1
Obstructing Administration of Law or Other
Governmental Function



N.J.S.A 2C:29-1

Obstructing Administration of Law or Other
Governmental Function

A person commits an offense if he purposely obstructs,
impairs or perverts the administration of law or other
governmental function or prevents or attempts to prevent a
public servant from lawfully performing an official function
by means of flight, intimidation, force, violence, or physical
interference or obstacle, or by means of any independently
unlawful act.



Ticket Violation 

� N.J.A.C 8:57-1.8(b) 

Did knowingly violate a communicable
disease investigation set forth by the
Jersey City Division of Health therefore
preventing the implementation of
appropriate control measures. 



First Court Appearance

� Plaintiff's legal counsel requests full 
court hearing 

� Negotiates for a lesser offense 



Second Court Appearance 

� Charged with disturbance of the 
peace (municipal code violation) 

� LHD increases fine   



Judgment Day 

� Second court  appearance

� Final court judgment

� Fine imposed

� Physician responsible for court fees

� Physician warned that LHD will report 
repeat offense directly to the NJ Board of 
Medical Examiners  
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Things to remember:

� Documentation will save your life

� Always do research before going to 
court

� Identify which charges might be 
applicable to your situation

� You have the right to do your job, 
and laws/regulations exist to help you



Please feel free to contact 
me with any questions at:

Lynette Medeiros

LMedeiros@HobokenNJ.Org

Or  (201) 420-2358




